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Luke’s gospel – good news – about Jesus. 

Jesus’ life and ministry 
Christmas – God becomes human 
Ministry– miracles and teaching 
Death – to bring forgiveness and healing 
Resurrection – to bring new life 
Ascension – the Lord reigns and rules 

Peter’s letters (and rest of NT): 
What does it mean for us? What are the implications of this news? 
What should we do? How to respond? 

What’s new in this? 15 things – at least. You might find more. 

15 implications. 15 glorious new things that are ours because of Jesus 

Set love in order in me 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has 
caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead… And this word is the good news that was preached to you 
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1
 So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. 

2
 Like newborn 

infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation— 
3
 if 

indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

Spiritual milk – taste and see – it leads to growth. 

PERSONAL TRANSFORMATION 



4 As you come to him, a living 
stone rejected by men but in the 

sight of God chosen and precious, 
5 you yourselves like living stones 

are being built up as a spiritual 
house, to be a holy priesthood, to 

offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable 
to God through Jesus Christ. 

The PLURAL of 
          DISCIPLE  
           is CHURCH

Living Stones. Solid, tough, dependable, but alive 
Rejected by men = by the world, in life 
but God says – I choose you, you are precious. 
Built up – growing – as  
 –a Spiritual house 
–a holy priesthood (not just vicars!) 

As we follow Jesus, this is what’s really going on 

“Bible knows nonsuch things as a solitary Christian” – Wesley 

We’re in this together – and when a bunch of disciples do life together, this is what happens:  

Th plural of disciple is church: church growth and transformation

The PLURAL of 
          DISCIPLE  
           is CHURCH

9 But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people 

for his own possession, that you 
may proclaim the excellencies of 

him who called you out of darkness 
into his marvellous light. 

The plural of disciple is church: church growth and transformation 

Reiterated in  v9: 

9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, 
that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvellous light. 

Out of darkness into LIGHT. 

We’re meant to change, be transformed. Taste and see that the Lord is good.  

It’s not just trying harder to obey all the rules – it’s tasting and seeing that the Lord is good – 
experiencing him, being loved by him.  

The light illuminates, shows things, makes them visible. 

And what happens is that when we change, we begin to reflect the light in the way we live. 
In a broken, messed up hurting world, we start to look different, to stand out. 

What are the things that make us stand out? Peter lists them… 



• No malice, deceit, hypocrisy, 
envy, slander 

• Abstain from passions of the 
flesh 

• Honourable conduct, with 
good deeds on view 

• Work with the authorities for 
good 

• Live free to live rightly 
• Honour everyone. Love the 

brotherhood. Fear God. 
Honour the emperor.

Living Stones 
Built up as a Spiritual house 
The plural of disciple is church: church growth and transformation 
Out of darkness into LIGHT 

Some of the ways we’re meant to be different: 

– v1 No malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy, slander 
– Passions of the flesh 
– Honourable, co-operative with authorities 
– Live free to do good 13-15 

13 Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as 
supreme, 14 or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those who do 
good. 15 For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of 
foolish people. 

– In humble service  
…LIKE JESUS 

Jesus said be salt, be light 
small grain, by which everything is illuminated 

• Endure suffering… 
• …Follow the example of  

Jesus

Some of the ways we’re meant to be different, contd.: 

– ENDURE SUFFERING 18 Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the good 
and gentle but also to the unjust. 19 For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures 
sorrows while suffering unjustly. 20 For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you 
endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God.  

This is not putting up with abuse or condoning injustice – but it might be suffering for calling it 
out and doing something about it. 

FOLLOW the Example of JESUS 21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for 
you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. 22 He committed no sin, neither was 
deceit found in his mouth. 23 When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did 
not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in 
his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been 
healed. 25 For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your 
souls 

Transformed lives shine out - and speak of God’s glory. 

Jesus lived humbly - but humanly speaking his life was small and insignificant. Still God 
used him incredibly powerfully – beautiful description of the work of Jesus:  

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 
By his wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to 
the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls 



Salt of the earth 

Tiny grains – a single grain almost invisible. 
But a little salt added to food can make it taste great 

Light shines out, illuminates everything, shows everything up. 
You can see the colour an the beauty of good things. 



Put them together and what? 

Tiny, essential grains which help show God’s light 

Jesus is building us up even in the small things, and together we shine out as God’s people, 
different because of how we live and what we do. 

So having tasted of all the great and glorious things God gives us through Jesus 
Our lives are ransomed healed restored forgiven –  
We taste and see that God is good 
We grow with others as God’s people in the church, the people of God 
We’re empowered to live well in distinctive ways, and Jesus says we’re salt and light –  

Whatever situation you’re in, this applies: 
Get stick in – be the difference you want to see 
If we want to see the kingdom, we have to be the kingdom: 
– God first, above all else. Jesus = Cornerstone (don’t lose your saltiness!) 
– Husband/Wife (believing or not) 
– Children, family 
– Workplace, neighbours, mates at school and college 
Church – Drop-in, S&P, Ps of W, cleaning, tea and coffee, Worshipping, 175 tea party young 
people 
Social action, justice – modern slavery, poverty in other countries, addiction, politics local and 

Starfish Video 

Once upon a time, there was an old man who used to go to the ocean to do his writing. He 
had a habit of walking on the beach every morning before he began his work. Early one 
morning, he was walking along the shore after a big storm had passed and found the vast 
beach littered with starfish as far as the eye could see, stretching in both directions.  
Off in the distance, the old man noticed a small boy approaching.  As the boy walked, he 
paused every so often and as he grew closer, the man could see that he was occasionally 
bending down to pick up an object and throw it into the sea.  The boy came closer still and the 
man called out, “Good morning!  May I ask what it is that you are doing?” 
The young boy paused, looked up, and replied “Throwing starfish into the ocean. The tide has 
washed them up onto the beach and they can’t return to the sea by themselves,” the youth 
replied. “When the sun gets high, they will die, unless I throw them back into the water.” 
The old man replied, “But there must be tens of thousands of starfish on this beach. I’m afraid 
you won’t really be able to make much of a difference.” 

The boy bent down, picked up yet another starfish and threw it as far as he could into the 
ocean. Then he turned, smiled and said, “It made a difference to that one!” 

adapted from The Star Thrower, by Loren Eiseley (1907 – 1977) 



Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven 

You yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, 
to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 

through Jesus Christ

You can make a difference, we can make a difference, St Peter’s can make a difference – with 
what we have in Jesus. 

We’ve been given so much: taste and see the Lord is good, then go out to do what you can 
with what you’ve got. You can’t save the world – it’s not your job – but working for the 
Saviour, you can stopping part of the problem, and start being part of God’s chosen solution. 
Be salt and Light. 

Love God– Jesus is the cornerstone 
Love wife/husband.family 
Do work 
Be church 

PRAYER – show verses 

A few grans of salt looks insignificant, but God can use you to make a difference to someone, 
and show his glory in the world Set looks in. 

Take satisfaction in Jesus NOW. Taste and see the Lord is good NOW - and every day. 
Ransomed, healed restored forgiven – that’s God’s growing people, being built up 
No condemnation any more – if we’re happy in Jesus, doing good will feel right.  


